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Introduction

As the worship wars rage on, one primary element of worship has become the touchstone of controversy(music. Music style is the window through which we can discern a person or church(s whole worship philosophy. Words used to describe congregational worship(traditional, contemporary, or blended(usually refer primarily to the music style. In reality, all elements of the service, including music, flow from a larger worship philosophy, but music is usually the first element to change and the clearest indicator of the philosophical direction of a church.

User-friendly, man-centered churches will use music that reflects their philosophy. Churches with charismatic leanings will utilize music styles that match their beliefs. God-focused, and God-centered churches will likewise employ fitting music.

It is important for believers to understand what the Bible has to say about worship, and what kind of music is appropriate for congregational worship.

What is worship?

The key to answering this question is found in John 4.20‑24. When Jesus met the woman at the well and confronted her about her sin, she tried to change the subject, and in doing so, provided Christ the opportunity to address this very important topic of worship. The woman asked Jesus what the proper means to worship was:

(Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.(
Because of God's strict commands concerning worship, the Jews at that time were very concerned with the outward forms(where, when, and how they should worship. The woman was asking what the proper outward forms of worship should be. Jesus replied that with His coming, the outward forms weren't necessary anymore, and He emphasized the two foundational elements of worship, namely response (spirit) and understanding of truth.

Therefore, we can define worship in its most essential form as follows:

Worship is a biblical response to God

resulting from an understanding

of biblical truth about God.
Worship is understanding truth about God
Worship in Scripture always includes this aspect of a presentation of truth about God. Perhaps a few more examples will be helpful:

Psalm 99.1-5(The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved. 2 The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people. 3 Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy. 4 The king(s strength also loveth judgment; thou dost establish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 5 Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy.(
Psalm 100(Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.(
It is clear from these passages that the reason for the responses of worship is always an understanding of truth about God. For instance, in Psalm 99 the responses of trembling, praise, and exultation are a result of an understanding that God reigns, and that He is holy, just, and right. In Psalm 100 responses of joy, thankfulness, and praise are a result of an understanding that God is Creator, and that He is good, loving, and faithful.

In order for worship to be directed to God, the worshiper must have an understanding of the truth about God. This is why the preaching of God's Word should be central in a worship service. This is why a believer must be studying the Word of God if he is to worship God with all of his life. Without understanding God, a person cannot worship Him.

Worship is . . . truth about God
God is known in two ways(by His character and by His works. Both of these are necessary in a presentation of truth about God. God's character consists of attributes that describe Him such as holiness, sovereignty, power, love, faithfulness, justice, righteousness, grace, and mercy. God's works are those things that He has done in order to display His character.

The Scriptural examples above clearly indicate that God is being worshiped because of truth rooted in Himself, either who He is or what He has done. Only as God's character and works are seen can He truly be worshiped in a biblical way.

God's Word is the primary source for observing God in those ways. Scripture is full of descriptions of God's attributes as well as instances of His deeds which display those attributes. God can certainly be known through creation and through our own personal experiences, but the Bible is the only true, objective, sure source of truth. We can very easily misinterpret our own experiences or they can change with our circumstances and emotions, but God's Word is a sure source of truth. This is why the Bible must have preeminence in worship. The Bible is God's means of communicating Himself to His people.

Worship is understanding . . .
It is not enough for worshipers to observe truth about God. They must also understand that truth. An understanding of truth includes the truth itself and all its implications for us. God means for His people to see and acknowledge his truth.

This will often require careful teaching and explanation of the biblical text. Commentaries and other resources can help someone in his personal understanding, while the local church pastor provides weekly exegesis for his people.

Worship is a response to God
God is not worshiped, however, when people simply see and understand the truth. A believer must also respond to that truth.

Worship is . . . to God
The foundation of worship is not only truth about God but it is also response directed to God. The believer hears, understands, and accepts truth about God, and then he directs a response toward the God from whom the truth came.

Worship is a response . . .
What does it mean to "respond" to truth from God? Let's look at some examples of responses from the Bible.

Psalm 7.17(I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.(
1 Chronicles 16.29(Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.(
Psalm 68.4(Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name LORD, and rejoice before him.(
Some proper responses to truth about God are things like thanks, praise, exultation, and adoration. Other passages demonstrate responses toward God such as brokenness, contrition, and grief (Ps 51.17; 38.18); longing and desire (Ps 42.1, 2; 73.25, 26); fear and awe (Ps 5.7; 33.8; 103.3‑5); gratitude (Ps 100.4); and joy and hope (Ps 32.11; 42.5). God is truly glorified when His people respond to truth about Him. To glorify God is to magnify God's unique excellence through our responses.

In what ways are these kinds of responses manifested? We respond in two ways(with our affections and with our actions.

Responding with Affection
What is meant by the term, "affection"? When discussing the emotional responses connected with worship, a differentiation must be made within the larger scope of "man's emotions." In present day culture all emotion is seen as an indivisible whole. Emotion is judged only based upon what it is directed toward and nothing else. No matter how those emotions are developed, their only criterion of worth is their object.

However, we must distinguish between different qualities of emotions, and they must be evaluated individually. Not just any emotion is appropriate for the worship of God. There seems to be one sense in which emotion is immediate and fleeting, and another sense in which it is developed and lasting. For the purposes of this discussion, the former will be labeled, "passions," and the latter will be labeled, "affections." Responses in worship should be from the affections and not simply worked up passions.

"Passions" are what a person experiences almost involuntarily without any thought whatsoever. They bypass the intellect and result in a subjective physical response. It's the kind of thing that happens when you see a Hallmark commercial that causes you to cry.

Passions are not necessarily wrong; they are simply part of our physical makeup.  But they certainly cannot be trusted as anything objective or concrete.

"Affections" as opposed to "passions" are volitional responses to acknowledged truth. These are not immediate, but developed; they are not fleeting, but lasting. They involved the whole of man ( mind, will, and emotions(not just the latter.

Different men describe this differentiation within "emotions" in various ways. John MacMurray, a professor at University college in London, terms them as "rational" and "irrational" emotions:

(Love . . . can be either subjective and irrational, or objective and rational. In feeling love for another person, I can either experience a pleasurable emotion which he stimulated in me, or I can love him. We have, therefore, to ask ourselves, is it really the other person that I love, or is it myself? Do I enjoy him or do I enjoy myself in being with him? Is he just an instrument for keeping me pleased with myself, or do I feel his existence and his reality to be important in themselves? The difference between these two kinds of love is the ultimate difference between organic and personal life. It is the difference between rational and irrational emotion.(

Even from an unbelieving philosopher, it is clear that there is a significant difference between emotion which is objective and rational and emotion which is subjective and irrational. Worship to God should be rational.

Another perspective on the distinction in emotion can be found in Jonathan Edward's Religious Affections:

(The affections and passions are frequently spoken of as the same, and yet in the more commen use of speech, there is in some respect a difference. Affection is a word that in the ordinary signification, seems to be something more extensive than passion, being used for all vigorous lively actings of the will or inclination, but passion for those that are more sudden, and whose effects on the animal spirits are more violent, and the mind more over powered, and less in its own command.(

(The affections are no other than the more vigorous and sensible exercises of the inclination and will of the soul.(

Notice that he says the "inclination" and "will." These are objective, rational terms. Edwards was right when he said that "passions" can negate any sense of thought or rationality. These have no place in the worship of God, for one occupied with these irrational feelings cannot truly appreciate the objective truths about God and worship Him accordingly.

True, affectionate responses of worship will be based on an intellectual understanding of truth and will not be a fleeting passion that has quickly risen and will soon vanish.

Responding with Action
Another important form of response to an understanding of truth about God will be action. This connects more with the concept of worship in all of life. Every action we do should be a response of worship to the Lord.

These actions can take the form of obedience to explicit commands. We respond a certain way because we understand the God is holy and that He will punish sin. Responses of action can also take the form of making choices with the purpose of bringing glory to God. We will discuss later how to make those choices.

Putting all of this together, then, we arrive at our biblical definition of worship:

Worship is a biblical response to God

resulting from an understanding

of biblical truth about God.
It is essential that both components (truth and response) be present in worship. Often churches will emphasize one to the neglect of the other. Some churches will push for constant teaching and instruction (which is necessary and good), but they neither facilitate nor allow for proper response to that truth. Other churches will emphasize heart‑felt affection for God expressed through various means, but they neglect truth about God as the basis for their responses. Both must be present.

What is congregational worship?

We have discussed worship in general, not necessarily narrowing the topic to congregational worship specifically. However, the focus of this session from this point on will be precisely that(congregational worship.

Lifestyle worship

The first "style" of worship was considered in session one(All of life should be worship. Every decision that a person makes should be a response to truth. This is best expressed in passages such as 1 Corinthians 10.31 and Romans 12.1:

1 Corinthians 10.31

(Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.(
Romans 12.1

(I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.(
All of a believer(s life should be for God's glory. This is the essence of worship. As we continually present our lives to God, we are worshiping Him. Progressively becoming like Christ is one of the best ways of magnifying His unique excellence. In this sense, all of life is designed to be worship. When we understand those attributes that are unique to God and seek to magnify them through our actions, we are worshiping God with our response to truth. We were created to worship God in this way.

To glorify God is to magnify His

unique excellence. This is the

essence of worship in everyday life.
It is also important to note that the "therefore" in Romans 12.1 indicates that this response of worship flows from the truth about God expressed in the first eleven chapters of Romans. So even in "lifestyle worship," both truth about God and the believer's response must be present.

As a Christian progresses in his sanctification, he learns more truth from God's Word. He should then respond to that truth by changing anything that is not in line with Scripture and rejoicing over the rich truths he has learned.

This, of course, necessitates believers diligently studying the Bible. This necessitates believers being under sound preaching. This necessitates striving to understand truth.

Personal worship
A more narrowed "style" of worship is private worship. This is when a believer spends dedicated personal time with the Lord in His Word and in prayer. As a believer studies the Word of God, the Holy Spirit will illumine him as to the significance of that Scripture to his life, and he should respond accordingly. This is a very individual, intimate form of worship, and the responses will reflect this. Here the truth about God is very personal; it is directed to a specific individual. The believer's response will also be very personal and individual to his situation.

There are several examples in Scripture of those who set apart specific and definite times to worship God:

David said, "My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up," (Ps 5.3) and later, "Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments( (Ps 119.164).

Daniel made it a practice to worship the Lord personally on a regular basis even in the face of death. Even after King Darius signed a document that forbad worship of anyone but himself, Daniel "went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime" (Da 6.10).

Even Jesus Christ set apart time for personal worship: "And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed" (Mk 1.35).

Private worship is a vital and necessary part of every believer's life. No Christian can please God without it. Believers must diligently study God's Word and then respond to that truth through heart‑felt prayer, confession, and affection for God.

Congregational worship
The third "style" of worship is congregational worship. This is the gathering of the people of God in order to corporately worship Him as His people. This form of worship is clearly commanded and exemplified in Scripture:

Psalm 111.1(Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.(
Psalm 149.1(Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.(
Literally, (Hallelujah!( the psalmist exhorts the believer to praise Jehovah and to do so in the assembly of believers. These Psalms are included in the Hallel ((praise() collection. Scholars tells us that they were intended for use during congregational worship.

New Testament believers are clearly commanded to gather together on a regular basis. First Corinthians 14.23 speaks of the whole church gathering together. Acts 2.46 speaks of the early church attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes. Hebrews 10.25 speaks of not neglecting to meet together.

However, there is no explicit command that the purpose of these meetings be congregational worship. We can nevertheless be sure for several reasons that worship did occur.

First, it is evident that early Christian gatherings naturally included many Jewish worship practices. Andrew Hill, an Old Testament scholar, insists this when he says, (It is only natural then that we seek the origins of early Christian worship in Jewish temple and synagogue worship.(
 Since the church began with Jews and the earliest believers were Jews, it was only natural that they would continue worshiping with Jewish traditions, adding to them new truth concerning Jesus the Messiah.

Second, it is clear from New Testament narratives that what took place at gatherings of the church included acts of congregational worship:

Acts 2.42‑47(And they continued stedfastly in the apostles( doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.(
Acts 13.1‑2(Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted . . .(
It is clear both from Old Testament command and from New Testament example that God desires that believers lift His praises together. He wants His children to gather for the purpose of honoring Him. This worship is still individual, heart‑felt response toward God, but it is done publically in the presence of other believers. This brings God even more glory than if it were done privately.

For instance, a person receives more honor when he is praised in the presence of many people than if he were praised by one person privately. The great honor that comes with winning an Olympic gold medal is due to the fact that thousands of people are watching the event. A solo violin can be beautiful, but when it is combined with other instruments in a symphony, the glory of the music is even more spectacular. So it is when God is praised publically in the presence of others.

C. H. Spurgeon said, "Personal praise is sweet unto God, but congregational praise has a multiplicity of sweetnesses in it."

Therefore, congregational worship could be defined as follows:

Congregational worship is a unified

chorus of biblical responses toward God

expressed publically to God resulting

from an understanding of biblical

truth about God.
Though the three "styles" of worship are distinct, they are interrelated. They must all be present in a believer's life. Without private and congregational worship, a believer will not worship God with his lifestyle. If believers don't worship God throughout the week privately and with their lives, congregational worship will be dead and meaningless. If a Christian doesn't make it a practice to be faithful in congregational worship, he won't worship the Lord in other areas.

It is also important to realize that with each different "style" of worship, both the content of the worship and the response toward God will be slightly different. With lifestyle worship, the content is a person's experiences of what God has done interpreted through his understanding of biblical truth, and the response will be obedience and Christ‑likeness. With private worship, the content will be the Word of God as it is applied to a person's life, and the response will be very personal and intimate. With congregational worship, the content will be God's revelation given to the whole congregation, and the response will be a unified, corporate response.

What is congregational worship music?

It is often easy to blend and confuse the issues of sacred music and secular music (whether pop or classical) when discussing general music philosophy. It is sometimes unclear whether someone who is attempting to establish a biblical philosophy of music is discussing general principles applicable to all music, or specific principles that address sacred music.

It is important to make clear distinctions between lifestyle worship and congregational worship. Just as the criteria for congregational worship are more narrowed than for lifestyle worship because of its purpose, so congregational worship music must be focused.

Music

First we start very broadly. Music, generally speaking, is any sound that is organized in such a way that it communicates to people. This can be anything from a simply child's song to a complex symphony. Believers can worship the Lord with their lifestyles as they choose music that is pleasing to Him.

Music:

Organized sound that communicates
Sacred Music

Sacred music, more narrowed, is music that communicates a message that is specifically biblical. This could include music that is addressed to God or other believers. Believers can use this kind of music in their private worship or generally throughout their week. This music may be a personal or intimate expression of an individual's worship to God.

Sacred Music:

Organized sound that communicates

a sacred message
Congregational Worship Music
The most narrow kind of music is sacred music specifically designed for congregational worship. This is music that is either addressed to God or that which expresses objective truth about God that is applicable for all believers. Some music expresses truth that may not be true for all believers, which does not fit in this category. Nor is music appropriate that is very intimate or that expresses only individual adoration to God. The purpose of congregational worship is corporate response, and the music used should reflect this.

Congregational Worship Music:

Organized sound that communicates

a specific biblical message for the purpose

of congregational worship
Why is this so? Why must music used in congregational worship be so focused and narrow? We have defined congregational worship as follows:

Congregational worship is a unified

chorus of biblical responses toward God

expressed publically to God resulting

from an understanding of biblical

truth about God.
It is important that we realize that music used for congregational worship must be special. Not just any music is acceptable for this purpose. No one would insist that (Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star( should be sung in a worship service. But not even all sacred music should be used for congregational worship. There is music that contains sacred content that may not be appropriate for use in a congregational worship service. Understanding this principle will solve many problems with modern worship services. Just because music is good and has sacred content does not necessarily mean that it is appropriate for congregational worship.

Instead, we must narrow our criteria for choosing congregational worship music because of its very specific function and purpose.

Characteristics of Congregational Worship Music

From this biblical definition of congregational worship, we can determine what the necessary characteristics of congregational worship music should be.

Congregational worship music must be God-oriented
Because congregational worship is specifically designed to respond to God because of objective truth about Him, God must be the center of the music used for that purpose. If our goal is God, then our focus must also be God. Music that focuses on man and his personal problems may be appropriate for other venues, but not for congregational worship. The music must express truth about God, and it must be directed to God.

Congregational worship music must express truth about God
Often modern praise and worship music will express lots of praise without identifying who is being praised or why he is being praised. This is usually empty emotionalism, because true worship cannot occur without a reason for the response. Telling people about your feelings does nothing; telling them the source of those feelings will give them a cause for the same responses.

Truth about God must be Bible‑based
God is known in two ways(by His character and by His works. One or both of these should be present in congregational worship music as objective truth to which a believer can respond.

The Bible is our only objective source of truth about God. Therefore, objective, Scriptural truth about God should be the content of congregational worship music. There is more than enough truth about God in the Bible to fill 100 hymn books! Subjective truth about man or his problems is not appropriate for congregational worship, because it is truth about God that moves us to worshipful responses.

Personal experiences or other subjective expressions of God are not as sure and true as biblical truth. Believers should be careful not to chose music with subjective content.

Truth about God must be complete
Music used in congregational worship should be complete in its expressions of God's character and works. It should magnify God's attributes of goodness such as love, mercy, and forgiveness as well as His attributes of greatness such as justice, righteousness, and holiness.

Often modern praise music will focus exclusively on God's attributes of goodness to the neglect of His attributes of greatness. Believers must be sure that the music they chose for congregational worship magnifies the entirety of God's character and works.

The music style should be worthy of the truth
Since it is truth about God that is being expressed in congregational worship music, we must be very careful how the music portrays Him. We don't want to portray God as romantic, shallow, or sentimentalistic. Yet much music intended for congregational worship communicates those kinds of feelings.

Congregational worship music must be directed toward God
If God is to be worshiped, then music used for that purpose must be directed toward Him. In congregational worship, if a song's purpose is response to truth, then it should be directed toward God. A response toward others may often be appropriate, but in congregational worship, the response should be specifically to God.

Believers must be careful that the music they use for congregational worship doesn't draw the "worship" to itself. Much modern worship music is so emotionalistic that people get swept up in the music instead of focusing on God.

Performers must also be careful not to draw attention or "worship" to themselves through flashy or "virtuosic" performing. Congregational music needs to sit on the knife edge between distracting shaudiness and distracting flashiness.

Congregational worship music must be an excellent sacrifice
God deserves our best. If we are attempting to worship Him through our music, then we should be certain to strive for excellence in congregational worship music. This means that shaudy, shallow, poorly‑written music should be avoided, and only that which is quality, well‑written music is worthy of an offering to God. This also means that those involved in worship music ministry should strive to do their best and be willing to sacrifice time and effort in preparing their music.

Too often believers have been satisfied with presenting God mediocre music whether in style or preparation. God is worthy of our very best.

Congregational worship music must be doctrine-oriented
Because we can respond only when we have acknowledged objective truth, music used in congregational worship should be filled with doctrinal truth. Music that is trite and shallow may be fun to sing, but it is not appropriate for congregational worship. This is a time when believers are given to understanding and acknowledging sound doctrine.

Personal experiences should not be the primary content of congregational worship music. God may be known by experience to an individual, but because experience is subjective and different for each person, the only legitimate way to know God for a congregation is to look in His Word. Experience should never be the source of knowledge about God, nor a means for commending Him to others. Even biblical testimonies always pointed to objective truth about God and not their experiences in themselves.

We should not be afraid of songs that contain deep, biblical truth. It may take more work to understand and appreciate what they are saying, but when we do understand that truth, our response to God will be even more deeply worshipful. We should be willing to engage our minds, striving to understand important truths about God expressed through the music.

Often people excuse shallow music (or preaching) by saying that new Christians cannot handle deep doctrinal truth. This argument, however, doesn't hold up when you consider that the epistles, written primarily to new believers, are packed with deep doctrinal truth.

Congregational worship music must be affection-oriented
We have discussed the difference between "passions" which are involuntary, immediate, and fleeting, and "affections" which are volitional responses to acknowledged truth. Affections are deeper and more lasting because they involve the whole of man responding to objective truth.

Because the very nature of worship is response to truth, the music used should develop deep affections for God and not simply emotionalistic passions. This involves the way the text is written as well as the composition of the music itself. If the text has no solid, objective reason for the response, and if the musical style communicates emotionalistic, sentimental feelings, then it is not appropriate for congregational worship.

Shallow, trite, sentimental songs are immediately gratifying and therefore arouse shallow passions which are not necessarily worship. Someone may experience a sentimental, nostalgic feeling because of a certain song, but he must not mistake this feeling for worship. In reality, instead of taking pleasure in God, he is taking pleasure in the smarmy, warm feeling he has.

The order of what happens with the music is important. Worship occurs when believers hear and understand truth while the music help express the response. If a person is simply caught up with the emotion of the music, he is not worshiping the Lord.

Congregational worship music must be congregation-oriented
Because the purpose of congregational worship is that believers join together as the body of Christ to express a unified response to God, music that is very individualistic or personal does not have a place in congregational worship. This kind of music may be appropriate for one's individual enjoyment or worship, but not with the congregation as a whole. Certain songs may express experiences or promises that are not applicable to every believer. Music used in congregational worship, however, should be limited to songs that express objective truth that applies to all Christians.

This not only applies to the content of the text, but also the style of music. We should use music styles that transcend cultures and backgrounds(quality music that has stood the test of time and culture. Music that is trendy or narrowly cultural is not acceptable. Only music that crosses the barriers of age, culture, and taste is a proper vehicle for congregational worship.

Conclusion
God is very concerned about how His people worship Him. It is every believer's responsibility to put time and effort into establishing good worship patterns. And because music is such an important means of worshiping the Lord, believers must establish principles to guide their musical choices.

The important truth is that believers need to carefully consider the music they are using for the worship of God. Too many churches use music mindlessly or out of tradition. Other churches use music that is contrary to their stated purpose or philosophy. Believers need to develop sound theology from the Word of God, flesh that out in a philosophy of life and ministry, and then connect the dots with good, God‑honoring music that reflects that philosophy.
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