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Introduction

As the worship wars rage on, one primary element of worship has become the touchstone of controversy(music. Music style is the window through which we can discern a person or church(s whole worship philosophy. Words used to describe congregational worship(traditional, contemporary, or blended(usually refer primarily to the music style. In reality, all elements of the service, including music, flow from a larger worship philosophy, but music is usually the first element to change and the clearest indicator of the philosophical direction of a church.

User-friendly, man-centered churches will use music that reflects their philosophy. Churches with charismatic leanings will utilize music styles that match their beliefs. God-focused, and God-centered churches will likewise employ fitting music.

It is important for believers to understand what the Bible has to say about worship, and what kind of music is appropriate for congregational worship.


I.
What is worship?



John 4.20-24

(Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.(
Worship is a biblical response to God

resulting from an understanding

of biblical truth about God.


A.
Worship is understanding truth about God

Psalm 99.1-5(The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved. 2 The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people. 3 Let them praise thy great and terrible name; for it is holy. 4 The king(s strength also loveth judgment; thou dost establish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 5 Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at his footstool; for he is holy.(
Psalm 100(Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.(



1.
Worship is . . . truth about God




2.
Worship is understanding . . .



B.
Worship is a response to God




1.
Worship is . . . to God




2.
Worship is a response . . .

Psalm 7.17(I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.(
1 Chronicles 16.29(Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.(
Psalm 68.4(Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name LORD, and rejoice before him.(




a.
Responding with Affection






(The affections and passions are frequently spoken of as the same, and yet in the more common use of speech, there is in some respect a difference. Affection is a word that in the ordinary signification, seems to be something more extensive than passion, being used for all vigorous lively actings of the will or inclination, but passion for those that are more sudden, and whose effects on the animal spirits are more violent, and the mind more over powered, and less in its own command.(

(The affections are no other than the more vigorous and sensible exercises of the inclination and will of the soul.(





b.
Responding with Action


II.
What is congregational worship?



A.
Lifestyle worship

1 Corinthians 10.31

(Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.(
Romans 12.1

(I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.(


B.
Personal worship

David said, "My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up," (Ps 5.3) and later, "Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments( (Ps 119.164).

Daniel made it a practice to worship the Lord personally on a regular basis even in the face of death. Even after King Darius signed a document that forbad worship of anyone but himself, Daniel "went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime" (Da 6.10).

Even Jesus Christ set apart time for personal worship: "And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed" (Mk 1.35).



C.
Congregational worship


Psalm 111.1(Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.(
Psalm 149.1(Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints.(
Acts 2.42‑47(And they continued stedfastly in the apostles( doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.(
Acts 13.1‑2(Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted . . .(
Congregational worship is a unified

chorus of biblical responses toward God

expressed publicly to God resulting

from an understanding of biblical

truth about God.

III.
What is congregational worship?



A.
Narrowed by Purpose




1.
Music: Organized sound that communicates




2.
Sacred Music: Organized sound that communicates a sacred message




3.
Congregational Worship Music: Organized sound that communicates a specific biblical message for the purpose of congregational worship



B.
Characteristics of Congregational Worship Music





1.
Congregational worship music must be God-oriented





a.
Congregational worship music must express truth about God






1)
Truth about God must be Bible‑based






2)
Truth about God must be complete






2)
The music style should be worthy of the truth





b.
Congregational worship music must be directed toward God





c.
Congregational worship music must be an excellent sacrifice




2.
Congregational worship music must be doctrine-oriented




3.
Congregational worship music must be affection-oriented




4.
Congregational worship music must be congregation-oriented

Conclusion
God is very concerned about how His people worship Him. It is every believer's responsibility to put time and effort into establishing good worship patterns. And because music is such an important means of worshiping the Lord, believers must establish principles to guide their musical choices.

The important truth is that believers need to carefully consider the music they are using for the worship of God. Too many churches use music mindlessly or out of tradition. Other churches use music that is contrary to their stated purpose or philosophy. Believers need to develop sound theology from the Word of God, flesh that out in a philosophy of life and ministry, and then connect the dots with good, God‑honoring music that reflects that philosophy.
� Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 2001), pp. 26-27.


� Ibid., p. 24.
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